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PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 



Aust. 

doesn’t 

know! 



A RINGING TRIBUTE to the Norfolk 
Island Central School -- and a com¬ 
pletely courteous but devastating at¬ 
tack on the Australian Department of 
Education's submission to the Royal 
Commission - - were delivered by vol- 




Mystery document 

A HANDWRITTEN, yellowing, ten- 
page document produced at the Roy¬ 
al Commission purports to give the 
true story of the handing over of Nor¬ 
folk to the Pitcairners. 

Tourist Operator Marie Bailey found 
it in her fathers possessions, and sub¬ 
mitted it to the Commission through 
Mr. Neil H. McIntyre. 

Mr. McIntyre said every effort was 
being made to get corroborative ev¬ 
idence, through Pitcairn Island res¬ 
idents today and others. 

For the text of the mystery document, 
turn to # dars Norfolk 1 , page 19. 


Commission evidence: 

NORFOLK IS PITCAIRNERS’ 


unteer tutor Brian Nunn at the Com¬ 
mission hearings Thursday. 

Because Mr. Nunn's submission on 
the school, in reply to Mr. Hood's 
comments, is of universal import¬ 
ance to the island, we are pleased to 
print it in full starting on page seven. 

mmmmmmmmmrnmmmmmmmmmmamm 

Burnt Pine burnt up 
by midnight burns 

A DOZEN COMPLAINTS were re¬ 
ceived by Norfolk Island Police last 
week about cars speeding through 
Burnt Pine in the early hours of the 
morning, screeching tyres and rev¬ 
ving engines and slewing from side 


THE PITCAIRN community on Nor¬ 
folk is not decreasing in importance, 
as claimed by Mr. Lou Engledow of 
the Department of the Capital Terr¬ 
itory -- it is still a major group that 
has the right to decide what it wants 
for the Island. 

Mr. Peter Custance told the Royal 
Commission last week that he had 
analysed a list of the 996 adults liv¬ 
ing on the Island, prepared by Mr. 
David Buffett, and Mr. Engledow *s 
assumptions about waning Pitcairn 
dominance were incorrect. 

(Mr. Buffett emphasises that the 
"list of persons” he prepared for the 
Royal Commission was drawn from 


various sources, including individu¬ 
als' belief and judgment. It should 
not be taken as a lOOfc official set 
of data. In the News's view it is none¬ 
theless the most reliable list com- 
(turn to page 6, please) 

P.O. STOPPED 

A NEW POST OFFICE and Customs 
office have been postponed until the 
1976/77 financial year as a result of 
Council deliberations last week. 

Council considered revised 1975/76 
estimates, approved them and sent 
them on to Canberra for review by 
the Minister, 


to side. 

Sergeant Peter Harrison says a 
white car, a yellow car and a gray 
station sedan have been reported. 

He says that if residents will in¬ 
form Police of the cars' registration 
numbers, the reports will remain 
confidential and appropriate action 
will be taken. 
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“The Earth-Orbiter” 

Deluxe 8-band portable receiver 
Now the whole world is in your hands! 



Hear the news directly from where it's happening. Tune 
in on exotic music from the farthest corners of the globe. Eaves¬ 
drop on "ham" radio or communications—in code or voice. On 
the sea, get accurate information about weather or shipping with 
marine band. And enjoy superb FM music and MW or LW pro¬ 
grams. The "Earth-Orbiter" will be an excellent companion for 
correspondents, diplomats, yachtsmen, explorers, hunters, campers 
or armchair adventurers. Many convenient controls and devices 
ensure fine reception. And precision SONY solid state circuitry, 
backed up by highly advanced engineering, assures great stability 
and reliability. 


Research Makes the Difference 







GIVE US EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS AND BECOME A MAJOR 
SHAREHOLDER FREE, Nl AIRLINES URGES COUNCIL 


NORFOLK ISLAND AIRLINES has of¬ 
fered to give the Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil a free shareholding in the airline 
in return for exclusive rights to pro¬ 
vide the Island’s air service to Aust¬ 
ralia and New Zealand. 

Mr. Graham Hitchins, NLA’s fin¬ 
ancial advisor and a substantial share¬ 
holder, told the Royal Commission 
he believed the Council should have 
a large interest in the airline, but 
not own it outright. 

He said NIA could start operating 
with a leased F-28 jet within one 
month’s notice, and would buy its 
own F-28 for delivery in February, 
1977, if it were authorised to take 
over the air services. 

Carrying 40 passengers a flight, the 
airline should earn between $3, 000 
and $5, 000 each flight, he said. Even 
if only 27 passengers were carried, a 
flight would break even, he added. 

Mr. Hitchins said he would provide 
a fully detailed budget of the proposed 
operation for confidential considerat¬ 
ion by the Commission. 


Fly TAA, the 
8171.40 way 

AUSTRALIA’S TAA would like to 
take over the Sydney-Norfolk air 
service if the airport can be upgrad¬ 
ed for larger jets. 

General Manager Lyn McKenzie 
has written to the Royal Commission 
? 3 ying that TAA would like to fly 
Boeing 727-76 jets carrying up to 
108 passengers and 2040Kg of cargo. 

To carry 15, 000 Australians to and 
from Norfolk in a 
year, they would o- 
perate at least three 
flights a week, with 
an added flight du¬ 
ring February, March, 
May and December, 
and two added flights 
a week in January. 

Mr. McKenzie said 
on present figuring, 
TAA could economi¬ 
cally operate the ser¬ 
vice with an economy 
■Are turn fare of $171.40. 

He said that while there is "a con¬ 
siderable body of opinion” that bel¬ 
ieves jets are undesirable, TAA bel¬ 
ieved the maintenance and expansion 
of the Island’s tourism required the 
same standard of air service as is 
found ”in other parts of Australia”. 



In his testimony Mr. Hitchins said 
headwinds on the Sydney run were m)jch 
higher than indicated in previous rep¬ 
orts, and have ranged up to 2 OOmph. 

He said that in a headwind stronger 
than 50 knots the Fokker F-27 could 
not fly to Sydney within internation¬ 
ally approved safety limits. 


THE AIRLINE will make its next 
charter flight to New Caledonia 
next Friday, November 28, Mr 
Hitchins said. 

Any club or affinity group could 
organise a trip to New Caledonia 
if 12 members" wanted to go. 


Thanksgiving Message 

A THANKSGIVING MESSAGE 

FROM DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 

CHARLES I. BUFFETT, M.B.E. 

We have a lot to be thankful for. 

Our economy is in good and bou- 
yant shape. 

We have no political crisis, and we 
may have a brighter Christmas than 
our cousins in Australia. 

We are fortunate to be here. WeTe 
getting along all right on what we 
raise, and we’ve got our good land -- 
and our land, and what it produces, 
is what Thanksgiving is all about. 

I wish everyone well on the holiday, 
and I feel it is quite a thing that we 
live in a place where everyone real¬ 
ly cares about Norfolk Island. 


Nine grans of snuggled marijuana costs 
21-year-old kitchen hand $1000 fine 


A $1, 000 FINE was levied on a 21- 
year-old man for possession of can- 
abis at Court of Petty Sessions last 
Tuesday. 

He was reported to have brought 60 
grams of the drug concealed in his 
underclothes when he arrived on Nor¬ 
folk three weeks ago to take up em¬ 
ployment as a kitchen hand. 

When arrested on Monday by Sgt. 
Peter Harrison he was found to have 
smoked all but about nine grams. 

Magistrates Brenda Reed, Ken Nobbs 
and Jimmy Olsson required him to 
pay $50 at once and the remaining 
$950 within two months. 

They also heard an application 
from a young man previously con¬ 
victed of a drug charge for an exten¬ 
sion of time ta pay his fine of $500. 
He was told to endeavour to pay it 
by November 28, and if he could not, 
to file notice and appear in court ag^- 
ain December 2. 

Yet another drug case was adjourned 


to be heard after December. 

The court ordered fines of $20 each 
on an 18-year-old and a man of about 
40 for speeding. 

Two debt matters were heard: a man 
was ordered to pay $35 for a cylinder 
of gas, plus $10 costs, and another 
man ordered to pay $21.20 for shoes, 
plus $25 of costs. 

Council up again 

NORFOLK ISLAND Council will pre¬ 
sent its further submission to the 
Royal Commission this morning. 

Chairman of Committees Richard 
Bataille will deliver the submission 
on behalf of Council. * > 

The submission was passed by Coun¬ 
cil and sent to the Commission for 
study last week. 

It includes replies to questions 
raised by Commission Solicitor Brian 
Crommelin 


Governor-General for Norfolk Welfare State 


Norfolk Island should be "a welfare 
state” in the opinion of Mr. Paul 
Startin-Field, former Chief Magis¬ 
trate. 

In a detailed submission to the Roy¬ 
al Commission he outlined a form of 
government in which Norfolk would 
be a sovereign state under the Queen ? 
He proposed an 18-20 member Assem¬ 
bly, a resident Governor-General, a 
Speaker, Premier, Cabinet and Clerk. 

Old-age pensions of at least $25 a 
week should be available without a 
means test, tertiary education should 
be available free, and medical and 


hospital care should also be free. 

He felt the costs of operating Nor¬ 
folk under such a system could be met 
without local income taxes, by using 
a ’’Bahamas system” of taxing moHey ^ 
Towing through the Island. 

Australia had a duty to help main¬ 
tain Norfolk, he believed, because 
Australia had had the benefit of Nor¬ 
folk Island in the past. If Australia 
granted Norfolk $2 million a year 
for five years, this would save Aus¬ 
tralia $750, 000 of what it said it was 
spending now. 


The MORpoi v t c t a xtt> 















CASIO TECHNOLOGY 
AT NORFOLK ISUNO PRICES! 

with a fell year's 
Warranty 


NEW f roa the 
world's leading 
Manufacturer of 
quality personal 
calculators 



Casio 
"Pocket-Mini" 

only 122.00 


"Personal 

Mini" 

only 

114.00 



also: Casio "Meaory 8A" with Independent aeaory only 125.00 

and even More advanced Models for engineers, Mathematicians 



Master Distributor: 

BUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. KJZPATWCK 





THERE WERE HARD TIMES IN THOSE 6000 OLD DAYS, 
TOURIST BOARD TELLS THE ROYAL COMMISSION 


A LANDMARK STUDY of Norfolk's 
tourist industry was completed in time 
for presentation to the Royal Commis¬ 
sion last week. 

It allows a fully-rounded view of the 
economic importance of tourism in 
the Island’s daily life. 

As summarised by Tourist Board Pre¬ 
sident Phil Page, ’’the tourist industry 
is the only major industry Norfolk Is¬ 
land has.. .without a tourist industry 
the whole way of life would have to 
revert to mere subsistence, which 
Norfolk has done several times in its 
history. 

“Most people on the Island have 
got used to the services available, 
the goods available, and the gen¬ 
eral standard of living they have en¬ 
joyed in the past few years, and 
would probably not wish to give all 
these things up to go back to what 
some people refer to as 'the good 
old days'. These good old days were 
certainly very hard... " 

The study indicates that 406 people 
are employed in the tourist industry 
directly, and a further 200 people 
are employed in work that is partly 
related to tourism -~ Post Office, OTC, 
lighterage and other jobs. 

Estimating that the Island workforce 
is 875 people, the Board says "you 
can see that the involvement of Nor¬ 
folk Island in the tourist industry is 
extreme, and that there is really no 
other industry which is likely to 
change this picture in the near fut¬ 
ure/ 

recoimnendations 

Among the Board's recommend¬ 
ations for protecting tourism are these 
specific points: 

- - Control of the number of tourist 
beds is the only practical way to 
limit tourism; the limit of 20, 000 
tourists by 1980, adopted by Council, 
may be reached this year and is un¬ 
realistic because length of stay may 
be shortening. 

-- A new hotel should be planned 
promptly to replace the Paradise when 
it closes in four years, and the new 
hotel might well by 45 °Ic owned by 
the Administration. 

-- If a new form of government is 
introduced on Norfolk, the possible 
inflationary effect should be watched 
very closely because this could ser¬ 
iously damage Norfolk’s ability to 
compete with other vacation resorts. 

-- The Tourist Board should have 
more powers to inspect and regulate 
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the quality of accommodation. 

-- As a vacation resort Norfolk must 
be kept tidy, inexpensive, beautiful, 
friendly and restful. 

--An efficient air service, tax-free 
shopping and continued tourist pro¬ 
motion effort should all be maintain¬ 
ed. 

Gets by, making do 
with what he has 

IN A WRITTEN submission delivered 
to the Royal Commission last week 
George Edward Christian of Peter’s 
Highway said while it was hard to 
believe that anyone living on Norfolk 
Island could be worse off than he was, 
he was able to get by "by making do 
with what I have. " 

He did not feel full Australian soc¬ 
ial security benefits should be brought 
to Norfolk, because that would mean 
Norfolk would be expected to pay as 
much as Australians do for them. 

He thought the Australian tax system 
would only add to Norfolk’s costs, and 
that the money would be better kept 
on the Island. 

Norfolk would be best run according 
to a constitution agreed to by Council 
and the Australian Government, he 
said. 

"Until we have our own constitution, 
the problems we have had since 1856 
will go on indefinitely, " he wrote. 

He also thought it was time for the 
historic rights of Pitcairners to be clar¬ 
ified, and that this should be done 
through a constitution. "For too long 
a time we have had to live with doubts, 
he said. "It is time to settle the ques¬ 
tion once and for all. " 

Among other suggestions he made 
were several on immigration. Ret¬ 
ired people should be entitled to move 
to Norfolk provided they agreed not 
to take jobs; newcomers should work 
only at their original job, and 
shouldn't change jobs unless an Islan¬ 
der could not fill the new job; wives 
of newcomers should not take employ¬ 
ment if islanders could do the job; 
and anyone absent from the Island for 
15 years should lose his or her ; right 
of return, unless exceptional ^reasons 
were involved. 

He hoped Norfolk would have self- 
government within a constitution, but 
that functions such as the airport, OTC, 
Met Office and banking and currency 
should continue to be Australian-dir¬ 
ected. 

24 November 1975 
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PITCAIRNERS 1 7,IT? 

piled in recent years, and a sprink¬ 
ling of a few errors does not detract 
from its value.) 

Points overlooked by Mr. Engledow, 
Mr. Custance said, were -- 
-- Mainlanders marrying into a Pit¬ 
cairn family become accepted as part 
of the Pitcairn community, and their 
children are of Pitcairn descent. 

-- People of Pitcairn descent have 
been in the majority in the past few 
councils. 

-- Much land shown as being owned 
by non-Pitcairners is in fact owned by 
fathers who have married Pitcairn-des¬ 
cended wives, and because the land 
Will pass to their children in the future 
it should not be considered to have 
been lost by the Pitcairn community. 
-- In the past ten years or so at least 
84 Pitcairn families had returned to 
live on the Island because good econ¬ 
omic conditions allowed them to earn 
a living here. 

-- Of the 309 children in school, 178 
(or 58% were of Pitcairn descent, in¬ 
dicating that Pitcairners could be an 
increasing portion of the future pop¬ 
ulation, 

Mr. Custance’s analysis of David 


Buffett's list showed that 750 adults 
,had permanent resident status, 486 of 
these through Pitcairn descent or through 
.marrying someone of Pitcairn descent. 

There were 244 residents living here 
under permits, of which only about 126 
were seeking to remain permanently on 
the Island. 

On these figures, there were 876 
adults who could be considered the 
permanent population -- and 486 of 
these (or 55°/c) were in the Pitcairn com¬ 
munity. 

In the future a watch should be kept 
.on the Island's population, Mr. Cus¬ 
tance believed, and if the Island's 
capacity were being approached, Pit¬ 
cairn descendants who had lived off 
the Island for two generations might 
be required to go through normal im¬ 
migration procedures if they wished 
to live here. 

In other sections of his extensive 
submission and in cross-questioning, 

Mr. Custance said he did not believe 
in independence for Norfolk. The 
I960 Council Ordinance was a very 
good starting point, he thought, but 
within two or three years the Island 
-hould go further and govern itself 

fully so far as internal affairs were 
concerned. 

He suggested considerable revenue 
could be raised by charging 1 %°]c on 


all money coming into the Island and 
2\°lc on all money going out. He 
thought this charge could be made on 
tourists as well, although it would not 
be practical to tax cash people had in 
their pockets. : 

Income tax and an airport departure ' 
tax would cost more to operate and 
police than they would bring in, he 
felt. 

Asked about the plans of the "Nor¬ 
folk Island Freedom Movement" to 
make a submission to the Commission, 
Mr. Custance said the group had hired 
a lawyer to help put in a submission, 
but that "things seem to take as long 
in the private legal world as in the 
Canberra legal world, " and nothing had 
come of the effort. 


Dentist: urgent 

A NEW DENTIST has been urgently 
requested from the Australian Dep¬ 
artment of Health, but had not been 
appointed at the weekend. 

The Deputy Administrator phoned 
the urgent request to Canberra when 
he was advised that Jack Bartley would 
not be able to return to practice soon. 

Mr. Bartley was flown to Australia 
by Hercules last week for further em¬ 
ergency medical care. 


The only prop-jet, pressurised service to the Mainland 


FASTEST & POST FREQUENt! 
I FLIGHTS TO AOS RALIA 


I 


Flights Leave 
MONDAY 8.30am 
WEDNESDAY 2pa 

SATURDAY 8.30an 
SUNDAY 8.30an 


ABOVE-THE-WEATHER FLYING 
IN THE BEECH SUPER KING AIR 
-- THE AIRCRAFT CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S.A. FOR FLYING DIP - 
LOMATS AROUND THE WORLD. 



i 


BRISBANE IN 3 HOURS 

THE FASTEST SERVICE TO AUSTRALIA, FOUR 
DAYS A WEEK. LAST-MINUTE BOOKINGS ARE 
SOMETIMES AVAILABLE - INQUIRE. 


LORD HOWE ISLAND IN 2 HOURS 

DOUBLE YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT BY SEEING 
THIS LOVELY ISLAND ON THE WAY HOME. WE 
CAN ARRANGE YOUR ACCOMMODATION THERE. 

ONWARD CONNECTIONS DIRECT TO SYDNEY, 

PORT MACQUARIE OR COFFS HARBOUR. 

Norfolk Island Airlines Ltd. 


CALL AT OUR OFFICE IN NORFOLK VILLAGE, BURNT PINE OR PHONE 2328 
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The Dept, of Edncatlon gets sow edocatlng, and Hr. Hood gets a caning 
BRYAN NUNN GIVES THE CONMISSiON THE FACTS ABOUT NORFOLK'S SCHOOL 


I would seek to correct some of the 
statements and opinions expressed by 
Mr. Hood, of the Department of Ed¬ 
ucation. 

I do not presume to speak as an ed¬ 
ucationalist, solely as someone who 
has been connected with both the 
School and the welfare of the young 
people on the Island for the past 3^ 
years. This first part of the submis¬ 
sion has been read and agreed to by 
Mr. Ian McCowan, Headmaster of 
the Norfolk Island Central School and 
Mr. Ken Nobbs, President of the Par¬ 
ents* and Citizens* Association. How¬ 
ever, I would emphasise that their 
agreement is as individuals and not 
necessarily on behalf of the bodies or 
Associations with which they are con¬ 
nected. 

Mr. Hood stated - and I quote from 
the transcription that has been made 
available to me on the Island - “As 
the Administration provides only what 
it can afford, it appears that apart 
from professional staffing, education 
for the community’s children is being 
limited to the capacity for that par¬ 
ticular community to pay for it". 

Apart from the obvious fact that any 
community’s or indeed nation’s abil¬ 
ity to do anything is limited to its 
ability to pay for it, or borrow the nec¬ 
essary money some might add, I would 
submit the following fact; 

According to the 1973-74 Report on 
the Island, expenditure by the Admin- 

"...It mid see* 
unlikely that Aus¬ 
tralia spent aore" 

istration on the Education of its chil¬ 
dren, financed from within the Island, 
and ignoring additional expenditure 
made by various associations on the 
Island, for the benefit of the School, 
was $165, 381. With approximately 
300 children between the ages of 5 
and 16, this would have been expen¬ 
ded on roughly l/5th of the popula¬ 
tion. If this be projected to a pop¬ 
ulation in Australia of say 14 million, 
and assuming that the child popula¬ 
tion in this age group was 1 in 5 of 
the total population, the equivalent 
total expenditure in Australia upon 
the education of children in this age 
range would have been about $1, 540 
million. 

It is impossible for me to ascertain 
how much was, in fact, spent by the 
various States upon the Education of 
this age group during that year, but 
according to one of my text books 
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at School, N.S.W. spent, in 1971-2, 
$250 million on Primary and Second¬ 
ary Education. Even allowing for the 
inflation of costs in the intervening 
two years, it would seem unlikely 
that Australia spent more than the 
$510. 00 per child that was spent on 
this Island. I do not know what the 
budgetted expenditure on Education 
for the present year is for this Island, 
but I would surmise that it is for a 
considerable increase on the year of 
this Report. 

"What Is his 
evidence?" 

How then can Mr. Hood, given that 
the Norfolk Community and Council 
are aware that what it wants it must 
ultimately pay for, say "While the 
Administration has met basic stand¬ 
ards in the past, it may find it in¬ 
creasingly difficult to afford the ad¬ 
ditional expense required to meet 
rising standards of the future"? What 
is his evidence to support this fear? 
What are the facts that lead Mr. Hood 
to arrive at this conclusion? 

Mr. Hood stated that there was a 
widening gap between what was pro¬ 
vided for school children on Norfolk 
Island and what is provided for their 
contemporaries on the mainland and 
he instanced the supply of Library 
stocks, duplication facilities, ancil¬ 
lary staff, video-tape equipment, pro¬ 
jectors, cassette recorders and listen¬ 
ing post, as examples of facilities nor¬ 
mal on the mainland. Your Honour, 
in all except two instances, our School 
has all these amenities. Maybe the 
Department envisages a larger com¬ 
plement of ahcilliary staff. It is hard 
to be specific as to what circumstance^ 
might cause a heed for extra ancil- 
liary staff but, in most instances, such 
help, if needed, is supplied willingly 
by competent residents of the Island. 
For example, parents come in to read 
with children, not their own, who are 
backward in reading. The Parents* and 
Citizens’ Association is an active and 
energetic provider of additional nec¬ 
essities and there are many in the 
community who are willing and cap¬ 
able of making up what Mr. Hood 
says is an under complement in an- 
cilliary staff by Canberra standards. 

We also may not have a listening 
Post. It sounds somewhat sinister, 
but I regret I do not know what it is. 

Mr. Hood also stated that "Four 
years ago, plans :for a toilet and ab¬ 
lution block were drawn up for the 
School but the block has not yet been 

XT a . 


built". It must be admitted that 
water and sewerage arrangements on 
this Island are not, and cannot ex¬ 
actly be, the same on the mainland, 
but I believe Your Honour has vis¬ 
ited or is to visit the School and I 
would ask, "Are the toilet and ab¬ 
lution arrangements, as are now pro¬ 
vided, as unsatisfactory as this state¬ 
ment of Mr. Hood’s would seem to ~ 
imply? 

The Staff facilities, as stated by 
Mr. Hood, are somewhat inadequate, 

I would agree,. Did Mr. Hood know 
that two years ago, private sources 
on the Island had agreed to provide 
an extension to the Staffroom and to 
re-equip it, but it had been held up 
somewhere in the planning stages? 
Indeed, when private sources had off¬ 
ered to pay for a building that the 
School had stated it needed to house 
a Correspondence Course Study for 
those children taking correspondence 
subjects and also a 4th Form common- 
room, which was regarded as a use¬ 
ful adjunct to educating the older 
children in the management of their 
own affairs* it took over two years 
before agreement was reached with 
the authorities that this should be 
done, by which time the original 
cost had escalated by around 25^. It 
was, nevertheless, done. 

As for the blocked drain and leaky 
roof quoted by Mr. Hood, the drain 
of the Staffroom sink became blocked 
by the invasion of tree-roots and title 
roof leak was due to a faulty section 
of roofing iron - not uncommon in the 
normal building construction on Nor¬ 
folk Island. I would suggest that such 
very minor defects were not delayed 
in their repair by financial shortages, 
but solely with the availability of 
manpower. 

"cultural disadvan¬ 
tage"? - we have 
the advantage... 

A further statement made by Mr. 
Hood in his submission includes, and 
I quote, "Another form of disadvan¬ 
tage affecting the Island children 
and their parents is cultural disad¬ 
vantage". Your Honour, we, in our 
own way, have many cultural advan¬ 
tages over the mainland. Mr. Hood 
quotes, as some of our disadvantages - 
lack of access to theatres, the radio 
and the television. The latter two, 

I would submit, are somewhat doubt- 
(next page, please) 
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ful cultural advantages, while even 
in the theatre today all can hardly be 
said to be automatically cultural. 

But what about the advantage to 
jroung people on Norfolk of a close 
and united family unit? What about 
the advantage of being able to live 
your life free from the fear of sex¬ 
ual deviants, drugs and violence. 

Our children are most blessed in their 
ability, at present at any rate, of 
being able to ride their horses, or¬ 
ganise their barb ecues, fish, swim 
and travel about the Island free from 
curbs and fears that have become* 
part of mainland living, or at least, 
city living. For sure, they may be 
somewhat naive, lacking television, 
the daily paper and so on, but I, for 
one, would sooner they should be 
that way. 

I remember when I first started at 
the School, a child came up to me. 

I did not know him and he did not 
know me, but he informed me that 
I had cut myself shaving that morn¬ 
ing and that his Dad often did the 
same. By my then preconceived 
notions, I thought he was being very 
cheeky to a teacher, but I soon came 
to understand that it was simply that 
he was unafraid of me and was being 


helpful and friendly. These relation¬ 
ships and qualities are hard for some¬ 
one from the big city to understand, 
but they are a true part of the way of 
life on Norfolk Island, its philosophy 
and its culture. 

Mr. Hood further stated that 
“Island children who continue their 
education on the mainland have diffi¬ 
culty competing successfully with 
mainland children, who have a wider 
range of experience". Experience in 
what? Perhaps, as I said, our child¬ 
ren may be somewhat more naive 
and their understanding of social and 
political matters on the mainland 
may be somewhat limited. Academ¬ 
ically, I would think that it would 
be hard for Mr. Hood, on the record 
of the School, to prove that our - 
children are lacking, and in character 
many of them have proved to lack 
nothing in comparison with their main¬ 
land counterparts. I have talked with 
many of the young people returned on 
holiday to Norfolk Island from main¬ 
land schools and, apart from some ad¬ 
justment to curricula, have not met 
any who were struggling to cope with 
educational standards, save the odd 
one who had equally been struggling 
with the educational standards on Nor¬ 
folk Island. Nor have I sensed any 
difficulties felt by those young people 
who have gone to the mainland to 


undertake apprenticeships or technical 
training. Indeed, I would quote just 
one mainland authority who has receiv¬ 
ed several Norfolk Island boys for 
apprenticeship - The Sydney Electricity 
Authority. When I was President of the 
Rotary Club here, ; through which organ¬ 
isation some of these and other appren¬ 
ticeships were arranged, I had glowing 
reports of the characters and abilities 
of the youngsters they had taken on. 

How can it be that young Terence 
Grube, who left here from the School 
two years ago to join the Australian 
Navy, is quoted by his Commanding 
Officer as being "one of the really 
bright boys” at H. M. A. S. NIRIMBA 
and has been selected from the whole 
complement to be Parade Commander 
at the passing-out parade? How can 
it be that Wayne Richards, who left 
school here two years ago and was 
accepted for Scots College, has done 
so well that he was accepted by the 
National University to read Economics 
before he had even taken his matricu¬ 
lation? Are these the disadvantaged 
children of Norfolk Island? 

Mr. Hood further states that only 207c 
of Norfolk Island children continue with 
Senior Secondary Education. That was 
true of the year 1974 when he visited 
the School. This year, I am informed 
that the figure will be 357c. 

In the year to which he referred, in 
refutation of Mr, Hood's conjecture 
"So most of them (children) stay on 
the Island”, I would add that, besides 
the 20 °]c going on to further academic 
schooling, no less than 607c went to 
the mainland to continue Technical or 
Apprenticeship Training, one boy went 
into the Services, and only 3 boys and 
one girl (about 167c) stayed on the 
island. Of these 4, one took up plumb¬ 
ing, one joined the Post Office, one 
went into an accountancy office and 
one joined a legal firm - and that can¬ 
not be bad. 

This year, according to my informa¬ 
tion, apart from the 357c going on to 
further academic sch ooling, 537c are 
going to the mainland for technical 
training and 2 are hoping to enter the 
services and only one boy is staying on 
the Island. 

True, some will return before com¬ 
pletion of their apprenticeships, through 
home-sickness or some other reason, 
but that would be so whoever ran the 
School. Moreover, Mr, Hood leaves 
out of account the number of children 
on the Island who, because they are 
going on to further education, their 
parents prefer to send them to the main¬ 
land a year or two before they have to 
take what used to be the School Cert¬ 
ificate. I would also ask ”Is Mr. Hood’s 
quoted figure of the percentage of 
children continuing with further secon- 
(turn to P.12, please) 


HAM - CHICKEN - SALAMI - DEVON 
and 8 other kinds of meats 


HOURS: 

9- 5.30 Mon.-Fri. 
8.30-1pm Saturday 

10- 12.30 Sunday 


ENTRB^POINT 


DELICATESSEN 


IN THE CENTRE OF BURNT PINE 


SPECIAL! 

CRUMBED PRAWN CUTLETS *1.95 lb. cook at Now 
CHINESE DIM SIMS *1.20 dozen In 3 alnates 
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Welcome to Norfolk Visitors — Lift out thip supplement and 
keep it with you. Info on times & places. Map of the Island. 



Many Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeChe$pe’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


a complaint? a bouquets 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News, P. O. B93( 94. 


Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from 9am to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say “this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don’t be upset if 
someone is closed — envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won’t be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for 1c. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail fro in the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm -- on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longerhours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O, staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don't be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren’t sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


this Week 

on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

Housie, Leagues Club 
Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel 
i TUESDAY 

Commandant’s Dinner, Garrison 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
Film, Leagues Club 
Darts, R. S. L. Club 
WEDNESDAY 

1 School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
Film, sm’bord. Valley View 
; N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
’ Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S'. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Housie, R. S. L. Club 
SUNDAY 

Film, sm’bord, Valley View !| 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia's Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jes’s Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it cah 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays, 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PATON PLACE 
may be 'out of town* 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor’s Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 



PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 


stamps, 1st Day Covers 

BACK ISSUES — VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 
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IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 



Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day — you can shop late at the Milk Bar 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 



* Norfolk Island Milk Bar 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER LANDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

nDrtl *7 mvc 7 on ANI o ( Ex cept Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

U 1 LN I UATa f #0U all XO a piD only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ’heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks. , .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars... bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements... olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies.. .games... artists* requisites.. .gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late, 







Low-Priced grog, bat 
Reseaber Bond ( s Hoars 

The Island's only "bottle shop” is 
the Administration-run Bond Store, 
in the New Military Barracks 
compound at Kingston. 

The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 10 a.m. to l p.m., and 
again from 2 p. m. to 4.00 p. m. 

It is closed the last weekday of each 
month for inventory. 

The bond carries an ample range of 
spirits and liqueurs (about half 
mainland price), Sydney, Mel¬ 
bourne and sometimes German 
beers (about. 12c a can less than 
mainland) and Australian and 
European wines (about the same as 
mainland.) 

Goof LeCren and Pete Connolly are 
on duty to help you select. They 
point out that the bond imports 
most of its stock directly from the 
countries of origin. 

Of special visitor interest are 
limited bottlings of reisling and 
claret in commemorative Norfolk 
Bi-Centenary bottles, and a 
growing range of miniature 
bottles of exotic liqueurs. 

A branch of the bond store operates 
at the airport, for departing 
travellers only, and charges a bit 
higher prices - worth the convenience 
if you want to take some cheer 
back home with you. 

A Priority KLI. Need 

Norfolk meets its community needs 
mainly by community effort rather 
than by complicated welfare and tax¬ 
ation systems. One of the good causes 
people on Norfolk support and con¬ 
tribute to is the Norfolk Island Hospital. 

♦ 9.30-11.30 and ^-SMon-fn 

Uwv lUf • Sat. (urgent only) 9-10am 

Dentist: 9-5, weekdays only 

Visiting:^- 12 ? 2 ~ 4 = ? - 8 - 30 

As we hope visitors won't have to 
learn by personal experience, the hos¬ 
pital is well run. 

If your enjoyment of Norfolk during 
your visit should make you wish there 
were something you might do for the 
island community in return, a contribut¬ 
ion to the Norfolk Island Hospital Board 
may be forwarded to the News,P. QBox 94. 

Visitors Idle leone at 
N.l. Church Services 

CATHOLIC: 

Sunday mass 8.00am, 9.30am, 

5.30pm. Weekday mass, 5.30pm. 

Father Des. Scanlon. 


Norfolk Island News -- Tourist Lift-Gut 

NORFOLK'S HISTORY: GRIM, FASCINATING, TOUCHING 
It's UOrtb a Thought...Reading...a Lifetime 


That correct gentleman. 

Captain James Cook, discovered 
Norfolk Island in 1774. He spent 
only part of a day here but was 
anchored offshore looking at it 
for an afternoon and a night. He 
thought it was like New Zealand 
and was particularly taken by 
the Spruce Pines, as he called them, 
and being proper, thought of them as 
masts for His Majesty's Royal Navy. 
(For historians. Cook's Journals and 
Joseph Banks’ Logs and even novels 
about Captain Bligh and Matthew 


Flinders will really whet your 
appetite.) 

Just after the First Fleet arrived in 
Botany Bay and meagre, muddy Syd¬ 
ney was beginning to be settled. 
Lieutenant Phillip Gidley King was 
sent to Norfolk by Captain Arthur 
Phillip in H. M.S. ’’Supply” to start 
a settlement to prevent the Island 
being settled by any other European 
power. King took along 24 settlers, 

15 of whom were convicts. 

For some time' ther? was question of 
whether Sydney In New South Wales 
or Sydney (Norfolk Island) would be 
the most successful colony. (Sydney 
on Norfolk Island was changed to 
Kings Town and then Kingston.) 

The Island settlement was hard to 
maintain for many reasons- distance 
and difficulty of access being two of 
them, and it was decided that 
bonded and free settlers should be 
moved to Tasmania. The settlers 
had worked very hard to farm the 
land and eke out an existence, and 


must have been discouraged. It is 
said their morale and morals were 
deteriorating by 1803; home-made 
spirits may have helped or 
hindered them. 

By 1814 the Island was deserted. 

In 1825 Norfolk Island became a 
penal settlement and was a hell on 
earth for most people living here. 
This period lasted 31 years. In .spite 
of the misery a great deal of work 
was done - land was cleared, fields 
worked and lovely Georgian build¬ 
ings were erected. It also was a 


time when some of the cruelest 
punishments in British history were 
meted out. 

In 1855 the convict settlement was 
abandoned and in June 1856, 194 
Islanders from Pitcairn Island landed 
here. These new settlers, 
descendants of the " Bounty” mutin¬ 
eers, h£d over-populated Pitcairn, 
and for romantic and practical 
reasons were given Norfolk Island. v 

The difficulties, uniqueness and 
genuine love of this Island of the 
families who stayed here would 
take volumes of a historian's time. 

The marvelous thing is that most did stay. 

In 1856 Norfolk Island was 
created a "distinct and separate 
settlement. ” In 1913 the Island 
became a territory of Australia. It 
is now administered by the 
Department of the Capital Territory, 
with an Administrator appointed by 
Canberra on the Island, and an 
Advisory Council elected by the 
residents of Norfolk. 



THE KINGSTON PIER AREA, AS BUILT UP DURING THE 1825-55 CONVICT ERA 
(Full drawing of early Kingston sold by N. I. Administration. Copy by p ermission.) 

3EBPC liwr’Tin Til IIBJI Wi 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND : 
Communion service at All Saints, 
Kingston, at 10.30 a.m. Sunday, 
prayer service at St. Barnabas 
Chapel at 7.30 p.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School at 9.15 a.m. 

Rev. Colin Berriman. 


METHODIST : 

Sunday SchooJ 10 a. m., services at: 
11am.and 7.30pm. Pastor John Sharp. 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST : 

Sabbath School at 9.45 a.m. 
Saturdays, Service at 11.15 a.m,, 
Saturdays. Pastor Ray Sills, 
























NORFOLK SCHOOL 

dary education in Australia an aver¬ 

age for the Central Schools in Aust¬ 
ralia?” If not, it is hardly a fair com¬ 
parison. 

^ There are, of course, problems 
faced by the Island children wishing 
to continue their education on the 
mainland, but these problems of 
adaption to mainland life, provision 
of suitable accommodation and a 
close link with a recognised education¬ 
al authority are not to be answered by 
the mere transference of the School to 
the Department of Education in Can¬ 
berra. 

I have great admiration, Your 
Honour, for many of Mr. Hood’s con¬ 
cepts. Our School is, in fact, quite 
a centre of community life and much 
more widely used than he assumes. 

It would be great if local craftsmen 
would wish, by means of evening 
classes, to pass on some of their skills 
to other people, as Mr. Hood suggests. 
Many of diem, in fact, do. There is 
much work with young people that is 
crying out for more enthusiasts and 
leaders, but this is equally so on the 
mainland* That the Wives and 
Mothers Club need and, I am sure, 


will get the support of the commun¬ 
ity in the establishment of a pre¬ 
school centre, is true. But I sincere¬ 
ly do not believe that Australian money 
will buy a better life nor education 
for our children. Of one thing I am 
certain, that this Island loves and looks 
to its children enough to make certain 
that, with the close co-operation of an 
established Education Authority, it 
will see that they are not deprived nor 
underprivileged in their education as 
against their mainland counterparts 
for lack of finance. 


In questioning following his submis¬ 
sion, Mr. Nunn made these addition¬ 
al points: 

- - He would give first priority to the 
selection of expert teaching staff. 

”It isn’t very easy for teachers com¬ 
ing from the mainland to this school, " 
he said, and people with special tal¬ 
ents and background should be chosen 
for the job. “This is not a matter of 
cost, but of selection, " he said. 

- - The school should be linked with 

a major educational authority. There 
was a link with New South Wales, 
but not with a particular school, as 
there had been with Newcastle. He 
said he would like to see a link with 
a Sydney high school, so that the Nor- 


tolk curriculum could be dovetailed 
in with what was expected later on at 
a particular school. 

Mr. Hood had said it was “anomal¬ 
ous” for Norfolk to be linked with New 
South Wales, but Mr. Nunn pointed 
out that at least 50 °jc of Norfolk youn¬ 
gsters go into the N. S.W. educational 
set-up after leaving school here. ”It 
would seem more natural that our link 
be with New South Wales, not with 
the Commonwealth, ” he said, point¬ 
ing out that virtually no one from Nor¬ 
folk goes on to school in Canberra. He 
also observed that there were other 
Norfolk-N, S. W. links, such as the 
airports. 

-- While Mr. Hood had said more Fed¬ 
eral money would be available to the 
Norfolk school if it affiliated with the 
Commonwealth system, Mr. Nunn 
said ”1 feel we can afford our own 
school. ” 


^CIFICROUND 

We regret that “Pacific Round” 
had to be omitted this week to 
allow printing Mr. Nunn's sub¬ 
mission on the school in full. 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


CASUAL GUEST POLICY 



hotel/motel limited 



VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain 
about the casual-guest policies of the Island’s 
leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you're most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always 
pleasant. When the weather is fine you may be 
served at a table beside the swimming pool. If 
'you prefer, you may sit in the glass-walled indoor 
Barbecue Room overlooking th.e pool and a back¬ 
drop of Norfolk Island Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes one 
inexpensive dish, usually $1 or $1.50, and a 
beautiful array of hot and cold dishes. 

Five Nights a Week there is special entertain¬ 
ment; MONDAY a smorgasbord and dance; TUESDAY 
Housie; THURSDAY a barbecue and dance* SATURDAY 
a candlelight dinner (with a fine steak main course 
only $5.25); and SUNDAYdinner and a film. 

Our four chefs have studied on four continents 
and present the best in imported and local foods, 
artfully prepared, and served by the attractive 
girls in the bright cerise - co loured uniforms. 

Two requests, please: make bookings before 
4.30 to assure a table, and arrange to arrive 
before 8.00. 

COME AND ENJOY The South Pacific early 
i in your visit ... you’ll want to return. 
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Letter 


EDITORIAL 


I know that it is fashionable these 
days for politics and honesty not to 
travel hand in hand. However, I 
feel compelled to reply to Mr. Hen¬ 
ry Smith's political observations in 
his book review on 'Reflections on 
the French Revolution' last week. 

I shall not bother to comment on his 
assertions that Mr. Whitlam's ‘help¬ 
ers' were either incompetent or dis^ 
honest or both -- does he really bel¬ 
ieve that the liberals are any better? 
He goes on to say that Mr. Whitlam 
was DEPOSED by a basically honest 
man who acted from disinterested 
motives. Does he really believe that 
too? Perhaps he can explain to me 
how Sir John Kerr, a representative 
of an irrelevant European Monarch, 
can dismiss a popularly and properly- 
elected government, advised by a 
chief Justice who is a former oppos¬ 
ition party attorney-general. I am 
not a member of any political party 
and have never been involved in pol¬ 
itics, but I feel that Sir John Kerr's 
action is a very dangerous assault on 
democracy and the rights of the people 
of this country. 

DAVID VENNING. 


DURING THE PAST few years it has come to be believed that Pitcairn descen¬ 
dants have become a minority group on Norfolk Island. This "fact" has been 
entered as evidence before the Royal Commission by one of the highest-placed 
authorities on Norfolk matters, Mr. Lou Engledow. 

In testimony last week, Peter Custance argued very convincingly that it 
just isn't so. He pointed out that Pitcairn descendants and their wives and hus¬ 
bands are a majority of those who regard Norfolk as their permanent home. 
Youngsters of Pitcairn descent are in the majority at the school. Members of 
the Pitcairn community are in the majority on Council. 

"I feel they can be justly proud of their achievement in keeping their cus¬ 
toms and their community together, " Mr. Custance said. "They exist as a 
major group and I suggest have the right to decide what they want for the Island." 

The population list he was working from is not accurate in every respect, but 
it commands respect as the best available -- and those who fault it could do the 
community a real service by compiling a better one. 

The fact that the Pitcairn-descended families are in the majority is highly 
important, with the Royal Commission on. It means that the "Great Experiment” 
of 119 years ago has not failed. It means that the Norfolk Island so many people 
love still draws its character from the families who sailed here in 1856. 

If the Pitcairn families were a swamped minority in their own land,. it 
would be a good argument for concluding that Norfolk is no longer different 
from anywhere else, and that it ought to be fully amalgamated into Australia. 

We think that would be a mournful day for a unique community and for the 
world's best place to live. 
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Business 


FRIDAY EXCHANGE RATES 

L- {»■_ • 

.21/11/75 

A$1 bought - 

UK 

£E 

.6150 

NZ 

$NZ 

1.2009 

FRANCE 

F.Fr 

5.528 

H/KONG 

HK$ 

6.301 

JAPAN 

YEN 

379. 93 

N’LANDS 

F 

3. 330 

SWITZ'D 

S.Fr. 

3.324 j 

W. GERMANY 

Dm. 

3.247 

FIJI 

F$ 

1.0726 

USA 

US$ 

1.2616 

NOUMEA 

NEW GUINEA 

CP.Fr. 

100. 52 

PAR 

(Courtesy of Commonwealth Bank) 


Govt Gztte Digst 

No* 53 20/11/75 

THANKSGIVING Day holiday Wed¬ 
nesday. 

Mail closes 3.30pm Tuesday, no 
sorting till Thursday. 

GUNS or other lethal weapons can't, 
be used on Philip Is. except 1/12/75 
to 30/9/76; bird shooting by license - 
only. 

DOGS prohibited on Emily and Slau¬ 
ghter Bay beaches. 

STAMPS first day today 300 and 600 
St. Barnabas Chapel Centenary com¬ 
memorative; covers $1. 05. Next 
Monday 250 and 450 "Resolution ,f 
launching 50th anniversary, covers 
850. 

SUPREME COURT sits 10am Dec. 4, 

Mr. Justice Joske. 

WOUND UP: Somerville Management 
& Catering Services Ltd., final meet¬ 
ing 22/12; Gaerlock Nominees Ltd., 
final meeting 22/12. 

FINAL MEETING: Supply Securities 
Ltd. 22/12. 

AUST BANS MAG. BANDS 

FOUR MAJOR Burnt Pine retailers have 
had a good mail-order trade in mag¬ 
netic Health Bands. 

They have now been banned by 
Australian Customs under a rule that 
prohibits importation of goods al¬ 
leged to produce “a therapeutic ef¬ 
fect by electric, ultrasonic or mag¬ 
netic influences, or by the presence 
of radio-active elements." 

A new improved model of the Aim- 
ente band may be promptly devel¬ 
oped, possibly at a slightly higher 
price because it will be guaranteed 
to be non-magnetic. 



ommerce 


SHOPPING HELPS BRIN6 
TOURISTS BACK AGAIN 

AFTER SIX MONTHS of operating the 
ABC Hobby Shop in Taylor's Rd., Gor¬ 
don Maskill-Smith feels he has had the 
opportunity to study some on-the-spot 
aspects of Norfolk tourism without los¬ 
ing his fresh memories of being a tour¬ 
ist himself. 

Against this background he made a 
firm defense of the value of "duty free" 
shopping in attracting visitors to Nor¬ 
folk. 

He told the Royal Commission that 
his experience conflicts with the find¬ 
ings of Professor Butland, which were 
supported by the Department of Tour¬ 
ism and Recreation. 

Mr. Maskill-Smith made six points 
to support his views: 

-- "The first question many people ask 
when talking about a holiday on Nor¬ 
folk Island is "How to you fill in your 
time on an island 5 miles by 3 miles?" 
Yet I have not heard of a visitor cut¬ 
ting short his holiday through boredom. 
If he or she is tired of the pine trees 
or the beach there is always the shops 
to browse through and most visitors end 
up by wanting to come back for another 
visit." 

-- "The interest in shopping applies 
to both sexes but we know that the 
ladies are the more ardent shoppers 
and we see evidence daily as they 
return to their accommodation laden 
with the carry-bags of the local stores. 
It is more than a coincidence that 
visitors to the island include a high 
percentage of the fair sex. " 

" A feature of tourism on Norfolk 
is the large number of visitors who 
visit the island more than once and 
perhaps regularly. They would not 
come back again and again to see 
the same historic and scenic features. 
Obviously their major interest is the 
shops where stocks change from year 
to year." 

-- "Many visitors arrive with a list 
of things to buy. These lists have 
been prepared before they left home 
and often take priority over their other 
activities. The list frequently con¬ 
tain gifts for others, - children, or 
grandchildren. The purchase of these 
gifts gives them pleasure not only 
when on holiday but again when they 
return home." 

-- "If shopping were a second best 
time filler when the weather discour¬ 
aged outside activities we would ex¬ 
pect the shops to be busy in bad wea¬ 


ther. But this id not my experience. 
Bright sunny days are our best shop¬ 
ping days. Even in good weather the 
shops attract from the natural and his¬ 
toric attractions. " 

--"In spite of little newspaper ad¬ 
vertising and no radio advertising news 
of outstanding value in merchandise 
or particularly attractive products 
travels fast. Shopping is obviously a 
popular subject of conversation am¬ 
ongst the visitors." 

-- "It is my experience, " he said, 

"that shopping activities play a sub¬ 
stantial part in the interests of the re¬ 
turn visit. Shops specialising in a par¬ 
ticular field experience this to a 
great degree. I submit that my per¬ 
sonal experience does not support the 
finding of Professor Butland from his 
survey and I believe that if he were 
to spend a few weeks in my shop car¬ 
rying out a quantitative evaluation 
his findings would then support my 
qualitative experience." 

DUELL TOLD: "FILE!” 

DUELL LTD. was ordered by the Court 
of Petty Sessions last Tuesday to file 
financial returns, and was assessed 
costs of $10 at the hearing. 

If the returns have not been filed 
within one month, officers of the com¬ 
pany will face charges of failing to 
obey a court order. 


AIR FARES UP AGAIN; 
BUT CARGO IS MOVING 

IT TOOK FOUR months, but the News 
prediction of a Sydney-Norfolk re¬ 
turn air fare of $225 unhappily be¬ 
comes true as of December 1st. 

Air cargo reached the Island in 
steady shipments through last week, 
averaging about 300Kg each flight 
from Auckland and from Sydney. 
Norfolk Island Airlines won the week's 
"most improved player" award, bring¬ 
ing in 836Kg in the week. 

Flights This Week 

From To From To From To 


Syd. 

Syd. 

Akl. 

Akl. Bne. 

Bne. 


% 

10.30 

11.45 

- 

8.30 

1.35 

2.45 

10.30 

11.45 

1.00 

2.00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.30: 

_ 

:i.35 

2.45 

10.30 

11.45 

- 

- 

1.35 

2.45 

10.30 

11.45 

5.30 

8.30 

4.20 

5.20 

- 

- 

5.15 

^30 
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From Sydney 

HE de LUMIERE 
Voyage 9 

right on schedule as 
advertised weeks ago 
Due depart Sydney 
December 4th 

Due arrive Norfolk 
December 8th 
(If you depend on 
cargo before Christ- 

mas-get It onto 

this voyage) 


From Auckland 

ILE de LUMIERE 

loading at Onehunga 
December 11th 

Due depart Onehunga 
December 13th 

Due arrive Norfolk 
December 15th 
Probably the first 
vessel in December 
from New Zealand— 
make use of It 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES 'SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND * TEL. 2018 


I NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 

i Auckland* Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 Sydney: Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 
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SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late in the day on 
Wed-Thurs-Sat-Sun 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive range of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
with top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we're 
happy to get it, as 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRA PPINGS 
+ PAINTS, BRUSHES, CAN- i 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER ( 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + ? 

ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 

The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 


RADIO NORFOLK — NOV 24 - 30 

frequency, 1570 KHZ 

NEWS: Mon-Frl 7.30 World 8 Local: 8.30 World 8 
Local: 10. Local: 12. Local: 1. World 8 Local 


MONDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Music Round¬ 

about 

10. 00 Local News 

10, 05 Petula (Part 4) 

10.45 Morn, serial 

11. 00 Morning Concert 

11. 30 Guest of Honour 

12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Pop Spectacular 
1. 00 News Radio Aust. 

TUESDAY 

77 06 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 My Word (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 

10. 05 Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Vanity Fair 
12. 00 Local News 

12. 05 Sports Magazine 
12.20 All That Jazz 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Methodist Prog. 
WEDNESDAY 

6.30 Goons (Roger) 


9.15 ABC Scope (Sylvia) 
10. 00 News 

10. 05 Where Angels Fear 
to Tread 
10.45 Hospital Prog. 

Morn. Serial 
12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Intern’l Call 
1. 00 News 


TH URSDAY 
7700 Music (Daphne) 

9.15 Aits Magazine 
10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 Inspector West 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Requests 

12. 00 News 
1. 00 News 

1.15 Seventh Day Adv. 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 jMusic (Beryl) 

10. 00 Local News 
10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 


10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert 

11.30 Insight 

12. 00 News 

12. 05 Music & Songs of 
Another Country 

I. 15 Church of England 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 
12. 05 Top of Pops 

1. 00 World News 

1.15 Requests 

1.30 TOp 10 

2. 00 Radio Aust. 

Sports Serv. 

SUNDAY 
4. 00 Music 

4.45 Aust. Top 20 
5* 30 World News 

6.45 Children's story 

7. 00 Story Time (Ivan) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 

8. 00 Don Juan (19) 

8.15 Play: The Shoe¬ 
maker's Holiday 

8.45 Music 



’’Wordly concerns will not be erased, 
but will be translated into Eternity. " 
The Festival Hall concert of Nov. 

12 was the first performance in the 
U. K. of Olivier Messiaen’s 'Des 
Canyons Aux Etoiles' ('From the Can¬ 
yons to the Stars') for piano and or¬ 
chestra. He is one of the greatest 
composers of our century, influenced 
by the Catholic faith, bird-song and 
Oriental rhythms. The Royal Phil¬ 
harmonic Society honoured him with 
the Gold Medal (a high accolade in 
music - previous recipients Brahms, 
Sibelius, Rachmaninoff and others 
since 1870). Pierre Boulez, his pupil, 
conducted the BBC Symphony Orch¬ 
estra and made the presentation. 
Yvonne Loriod his wife, pupil and 
Professor of Piano at the Paris Con¬ 
servatoire was the solo pianist. She 
She appeared to have become Mes¬ 
siaen’s most majestic and astonish¬ 
ing bird, incandescent in an orange 
gown with a vast gossamer cape of 
paler hue that flowed behind like 
some fabulous plumage of the orient, 
which she carefully arranged around 
the piano stool as a bird its feathers 
when it settles - this frame encom¬ 


passing a fiery musical intelligence. 

Messiaen is old and grey (73) and 
wide awake. He describes the work: 
"That is to say ascending from the 
canyons up to the stars - and higher, 
up to the Resurrected in Heaven - to 
glorify God in all his creation: the 
beauties of the earth (its rocks, its 
bird songs), the beauties of the phys¬ 
ical sky, the beauties of the spiritual 
sky. Consequently, it is first of all 
a religious work, a work of praise 
and contemplation. It is also a geo¬ 
logical and astronomical work; a 
work of colour-sound, where all the 
colours of the rainbow revolve around 
the blue of the Steller's Jay ( a bird) 
and the red of Bryce Canyon. The 
bird songs are foremost those from 
Utah and the Hawaiian Islands. Zion 
Park and the star Aldebaran are here 
as symbols of the sky. It was written 
from 1971-4, following a trip to Utah. " 

Afterwards, as I crossed the steel 
bridge over the shimmering Thames 
that clear and crisp evening, my 
brain a ringing cloud of percussion, 
colour and spiritual elation, I passed 
a member of the orchestra lightly 
clasping his violin-case and passion¬ 
ately embracing his woman. At that 
moment I understood certain "con¬ 
flicting" dualities. With unusual res¬ 
ignation I absorbed the late evening 
news of a grim simultaneity - a 
bomb packed with ball bearings had... 
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Norfolk 


A FEW YEARS ago, Mr. Robert Trum 
bell did a most interesting piece for 
the N. Y. Times on the tradition of 
Thanksgiving being celebrated on 
Norfolk Island on the last Wednesday 
in November - it being the only other 
place in the world that celebrated a 
Thanksgiving holiday outside of Amer¬ 
ica. America celebrates Thanksgiving 
on the last Thursday in November and 
it, as here, is a basically religious 
holiday. 

In America today, Thanksgiving 
has almost overshadowed Christmas 
as a holiday. Impossible to commer¬ 
cialize it, it remains purely a day 
for families to get together for a 
huge feast and give thanks for their 
many blessings. 

Prayers are usually said before the 
feast is begun and the father of the 
family ceremoniously carves the 
turkey. A typical Thanksgiving 
menu would be - 

Melon ball fruit cocktail (2 or 
3 kinds of melon allowed to 
stand in ginger ale for an hour 
or so before serving with a sprig 
of mint on top) 

- Roast turkey 

- Stuffing (corn, chestnut or oyster) 

- Candied sweet potatoes 

- Mashed potatoes 

- Brussel sprouts 

- Green beans with mushrooms 

- Creamed baby onions 

- Cranberry sauce 

- Pumpkin pie with whipped cream 

- Minced pie with hard sauce 

It sounds almost too much but 

usually the family skips breakfast, 
spends most of the day outdoors (ex¬ 
cept for the "slave" in the kitchen 
- usually Momma) returning home 
hungry and with great anticipation 
for the family feast. Most famil¬ 
ies invite a soldier, sailor, pension¬ 
er or newcomer to share their Thanks¬ 
giving dinner. The week before 
Thanksgiving school children are in¬ 
vited to bring tinned goods and 
produce and baskets are made up 

id given to poorer families. Kinder - 
gartners make cardboard turkeys with 
moveable legs and color them for 
Mother and call "gobble gobble" to 
one another in their excitement be¬ 
fore the day. Hymns are sung in 
Church on the Sunday before Thanks¬ 
giving - the most popular being "We 
Gather Together To Sing the Lord’s 
Blessing" and "Come Ye Thankful 
People Come". 



IN ANSWER TO a verbal question, 
"What are "nematodes"?* which are 
mentioned in last week's advice re 
roses. 

I think this is best answered by the 
following quote from one of my very 
useful gardening books. 

"Control of nematodes (eelworms), 
these infect certain areas of soils and 
cause considerable damage to root 
system of plants. Roots become 
knotty and warty and unable to sus¬ 
tain the plant which wilts and dies. 
Remove infected plants and burn. 

Open up soil and add lime. Alter¬ 
nate crops and maintain a high level 
of humus in the soil. Fumazone, a 
mennatocide, can be used either be¬ 
fore or after planting crops." 

To this, I might add, one can see 
the tiny whitish edworms if inspec¬ 
ted closely. 

Perhaps you have used the following 
for snail bait, Metaldehyde powder 
mixed with bran or sawdust, without 
any ill effects to oneself, but it can 
cause a gas if the ground is wet when 
it is being placed about the garden; 
a personal friend in N. Z. was doing 
just this recently and he had severe 
chest and stomach pains, needing 
doctor's care and hospitalization for 
a few days. So I thought perhaps as 
we gardeners do tend to get careless 
about these things, a word of warning 
might not go amiss. 

A few of the easier to grow indoor 
plants for the beginner to try are the 
following: 

Dieffenbachia - Large variegated 
foliage suitable for patios and green¬ 
house also. Good varieties are Picta, 
Superba, Exotica. There are quite a 
number to choose from. 

Dracaenas - many of these also - 
Sanderiana, Goldiana - two pretty ones. 
Peperomia - Blackboy 
Silver Heart - Bronze Ripple 

More indoors next week, also basket 
plants. 


LIVING 


LADY JANE GREY 
by Jean Evans 


If one thing makes an historical novel 
a best seller more than any other it's 
having a good final and gory death 
scene; preferably a burning at the stake, 
a hanging, drowning and quartering an 
execution. "Lady Jane Grey" has the 
last, with a headsman dressed in scar¬ 
let, a gleaming axe, blood on the 
straw; the whole works in fact. 

What is more to the point is the rest 
of the book is equally as good, if in 
a rather lower register. Tudor power 
politics were every bit as dishonest 
and time-saving as those recently 
brought to light in the recent disgrace 
suffered by Mr. Whitlam --the main 
difference being that Tudor politic¬ 
ians went to the block while Labour 
politicians merely go to the country. 

I must confess that decapitation for , 
political offences would be a very good 
idea -- it would make politicians think 
more than twice before light-heartedly 
indulging in chicanery and dishon¬ 
esty and anyway it would only be 
following world trends, as the pub¬ 
lic execution of the assassin of the 
late king of Saudi Arabia attests. 

Lady Jane Grey had no wish to be 
a queen. She recognised her cou¬ 
sin Mary Tudor's claim to England's 
throne. But ambitious men opposed 
the Catholic heir and their thirst 
for power drove Jane into her futile 
bid for the crown. She was a queen 
for nine short days before Mary Tud¬ 
or asserted her own claim; and 
Lady Jane was imprisoned in the 
Tower. Jane was sentenced to death, 
but Mary could not bring herself to 
order the execution. Until Wyatt's 
rebellion threatened to topple the 
Catholic queen and Mary realised 
how great a threat Jane was did she 
sign the death warrant. 

The irony of the whole story is 
that the only character with any 
course to be remembered today is 
the very minor character of Wyatt, 
who was the first man to write a 
sonnet in English after the Italian 
model. Schoolboys who have been 
made to learn poetry may well wish 
he had been executed rather earlier. 

HENRY SMITH. 
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Did you know that Bishop John Col¬ 
eridge Patterson's death had an ef¬ 
fect on people all over the world -- 
so much so that they gave whatever 
they could to a fund organized by 
his friends and relatives in England. 
With the blessing of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, St. Andrew’s Day 
collections were set aside for this 
purpose. It had been Bishop Patter¬ 
son's intention to erect a chapel on 
the Mission's land here on Norfolk 
and it was felt this would be a most 
fitting way to remember the work he 
did for the Melanesian Mission. 

These were some of the facts of 
this remarkable man's life that were 
learned by those who gathered to¬ 
gether on Saturday afternoon to com¬ 
memorate the centenary of the lay¬ 
ing of the foundation stone at St. 
Barnabas ChapeL 

It was a delightful service. Before 
Brother Colin read the First Lesson 
he extended greeting? from the Arch¬ 
bishop of the Diocese of Melanesia. 

He said the Brothers and Sisters of 
the Order of St. Francis of Assisi in 
Honiara recognized the link between 
Norfolk and the Islands of Melanesia. 

The Bishop of Parramatta, the Rt. 
Rev. D.W.B. Robinson delivered the 
address taking as his text John 12:24 
-- ’’Truly, truly I say to you unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it bears much fruit. " The 
words spoken by Jesus to explain his 
imminent death to his disciples could 
also be applied to Bishop Patterson's 
death. His death at the hands of 
those for whom he would gladly have 
given his life, evoked so much sym¬ 
pathy there were acts of self-sacri¬ 
fice the world over. Archbishop 
George Selwyn's son, John Selwyn, 
offered his life to work for the Mel¬ 
anesian Mission and later became 
Bishop Patterson's successor as Bishop 
of Melanesia. There are now five 
Bishops of Melanesia: five native boys 
were lured from Nukapu by unscrupu¬ 
lous white men to work in the cane- 
fields in Queensland, a total of five 
missionaries from Norfolk died at the 
hands of the natives. (Two of them 
were Norfolk Islanders, Edwin Young 
and Fisher Nobbs who were killed by 
hostile arrows on a previous trip to 
Santa Cruz.) Five wounds were in¬ 
flicted on the body of Bishop Patter¬ 
son in retaliation for those five nat¬ 
ive boys whom had been taken aboard 
a boat on which they were told Bis¬ 
hop Patterson was aboard. Of course 
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those left behind on the Island thought 
it was Bishop Patterson who had kid¬ 
napped them which was the reason 
for their acting the way they did when 
he visited their Island a short time 
later. Before placing his body in a 
canoe the native women wrapped Bis¬ 
hop Patterson's body in a mat, cov¬ 
ered it with a palm leaf in which they 
had tied five knots, and then set it 
adrift. His body was recovered by 
his own crew who then buried Bishop 
Patterson at sea. 

The congregation on Saturday also 
learned that a modern stained glass 
window in St. Andrew's Cathedral in 


Sydney also commemorates the work 
of Bishop Patterson here on Norfolk. 

It depicts the Bishop surrounded by 
Norfolk Island and Melanesian child¬ 
ren. 

The laying of the foundation stone 
was also commemorated at the Cent¬ 
enary in song. It was lovely to hear 
the choir leading the singing of the 
lesser-known hymns and their rend¬ 
ition of the Anthem, ”Abbot's Leigh” 
was delightful. The service con¬ 
cluded most appropriately with the 
well-known hymn "The Old Hund¬ 
redth”, the girls in the choir singing 
the descant. 


MINI-ADS CLOSE 11.30 
SATURDAY MORNINGS 


MFfeK tiftKnUrle" PLACE MINI ~ ADS at the 
mil mu© milk bar; jensens, amy*s 


McIntyres Solicitors 

Has three vacancies - Secretaries 
(2). These are senior positions re¬ 
quiring competent and experienced 
stenographers with an aptitude for 
figure typing. Also Book-keeping 
machine operator. This position 
requires a person experienced in 
ledger machining and preferably 
with experience in an accountant's 
office or a commercial office or 
similar. Applications should be in 
jwrUing^ddressed care Box 92, P.O. 


Myee Limited 

■2 positions are available as secret- 
jaries to the principals of the firm. 
Applicants should be competent, 
mature and preferably have had ex¬ 
perience in a legal office. Appli¬ 
cations should be in writing addres¬ 
sed "Legal Secretary”, P.O. Box 
92, Norfolk Island. 


Myee Limited 

[is interested in employing a junior 
I typist/receptionist with ambition to 
train as a secretary. Apply C/-Box 
J^^P^O^^Norfolk Island. 

VL2NI notices 

From now onwards, news notices 
and requests will not be accepted un¬ 
less they are clearly written in block 
letters, or typewritten. 

We ask you NOT to phone in re¬ 
quests and news notices during the 
breakfast programme. 


Five-yeasMHds 


Would all parents who have children 
eligible to commence school in Kin¬ 
dergarten at the Norfolk Island Cen¬ 
tral School next year please secure an 
enrolment form from the school and 
return it, filled in, to the School 
Principal during the next week or two? 


Quick photo service 

Black and white or colour in 7 days 
or less at Brisbane prices, no post¬ 
age. Enlargements in 14 days. Nor¬ 
folk Island Airlines. 


Need weekend typing 

Help produce the News - C-S hours 
at times to suit over Fri, Sat, Sun. 
Call in or write Box 94. 


Give a book prize 

Each year prizes, in the form of 
books, are awarded for excellence in 
scholastic achievement and effort. 

If any person would like to join the 
group of donors by giving the price 
of a book, please let the School Prin¬ 
cipal know. Some donors have left 
and new ones are needed to replace 
them. 



Published Monday morning at the 
News Office, Collins Head Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Norfolk Island 289S, 
South Pacific. 

Proprietor and editor, Ed Howard. 
Editorial Associate, Bill Wiseman. 
Editorial Contributors this issue*. 
Celia Bigg, Alice Howard, Michael 
Moran, Butch Quintal, Henry Smith, 
VL2NI staff. 

Type, Deb by Dale and Jan Pearson. 
Production, John Pearson. 

Subscriptions: $A19 airmailed to 
Australia, $A29 to New Zealand, 

$48 elsewhere. Shortened if pos¬ 
tage rates rise again. 
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‘dars Norfolk’ 


I, George Martin Frederick Young, 
of Norfolk Island but late of Pitcairn 
Island, say 

1. That I was first Councillor on Pit¬ 
cairn Island during the years 1852 
and Chief Magistrate for the years 
1855, 1856.and Chief Magistrate on 
Norfolk Island during the year 1857 
and 1859. 

2. In 1853 Mr. Nicholas, British Con¬ 
sul at Raiatea called at Pitcairn Is¬ 
land. He ascertained the feelings of 
the Community upon the contemplated 
removal* from Pitcairn Island to Nor¬ 
folk Island. On his return to Raiatea 
Mr. Arthur Quintal the then Chief 
Magistrate received a letter from him 
to the following effect: "I am direc- 

„ $ed by the Duke of Newcastle to in- 
form'^the inhabitants of Pitcairn Is- 
land^th.at*4iQcfolk Island shall not be 
wholly ceded to you (700 acres will 
be glebe lands). 

3. After receiving the above letter 
the majority of the Pitcairn Com¬ 
munity consented to emigrate to Nor¬ 
folk Island and Admiral Moresby who 
had taken great interest in the move* 
ment was duly notified of the fact, 

4. In 1855 Captain Freemantle was 
ordered to Pitcairn Island to ascertain 
the feeling of the People of Pitcairn 
Island, upon the matter of their re¬ 
moval to Norfolk Island. 

Captain Freemantle ascertained the 
fact that the majority of the Com¬ 
munity were prepared to emigrate to 
Norfolk Island. 

5. In the early part of the year 1856 
the ship Morayshire with Lieut. Greg- 
orie arrived off Pitcairn Island for 
the purposes of removing the Com¬ 
munity to Norfolk Island. A Public 
Meeting was called by me, Mr. Gre- 
gorie read despatches and instructions 
giving the whole of Norfolk Island ex¬ 
cepting 700 acres to the Pitcairn Is¬ 
landers, promising us the right to gov¬ 
ern ourselves in the same manner as 
we were governed on Pitcairn Island. 


The houses were given in lieu of those 
we leave behind all live stock, stores 
etc with the exception of two or three 
houses, properties of some private* 
gentlemen. These promises made by 
the Imperial Officer in charge of X 5 ur 
removal overcame and finally induced 
the whole Community to emigrate 
to Norfolk Island, and it was dis¬ 
tinctly understood between all par¬ 
ties that Norfolk Island was a gift 
from the Crown to be held under 
the Crown, that Mr. Gregorie. 

6. Nor did we gather from desp¬ 
atches or those persons with whom 
we conversed with at some future 
day these promises would be rev¬ 
oked our trust in the promises of 
Imperial edicts that time was full 
and perfect. 

7. On our arrival at Norfolk Island 
in 1856 the promises made by the 
Imperial Government were fulfilled 
by Superintendant Stewart in charge 
of Norfolk Island on our arrival in 
the presence of Mr. Gregorie and 
the Islanders handed to me as Chief 
Magistrate of the Pitcairn Islanders 
(I then told no common from the 
Crown) Norfolk Island and all con¬ 
tained, the houses, foals, keys, 
horses, cattle, sheep, swine with 
documents, book papers, etc with 
complete lists of articles on the Is¬ 
land, with a letter of gift from 
Governor Dennison on behalf of the 
Pitcairn Islanders and in fulfilment 
of the promises made by the Im¬ 
perial Government, (Crossed out 
the words: I gave Mr. Stewart a 
receipt of). 

For the year 1857 and 1859 I was 
Chief Magistrate of Norfolk Island 
without a Commission from the 
Crown., and dealt with the live 
stock and all articles on the Island 
and the property of the Community. 

The Houses were drawn for by lots 
and keys of each were handed to 
the head of each drawer in the pre¬ 
sence of Mr. Gregorie. 


The cattle were divided by giving 
to each person one beast, the bal¬ 
ance (was reserved for public pur¬ 
poses) the houses were divided by 
lots (reserving a stallion or mare 
for breading purposes so that each 
family may have a house. 

The sheep were reserved for pub¬ 
lic purposes. These arrangements 
were made solely by the Commun¬ 
ity themselves, the whole stock 
could if they had a mind been div¬ 
ided amongst themselves, but they 
thought certain expenses would be 
required from time to time and so 
part df the live stock was not div¬ 
ided. 

It was from the proceeds of the live 
stock that the greater portion of the 
Norfolk Island Fund was derived from. 

8. The whole of Norfolk Island at 
first directed by Mr. Gregorie to be 
divided into 32 or 33 share, so that 
each family at that rime may have 
one such share but a public meeting 
called for that purpose it was decided 
that the Island should be cut up into 
50 acre lots and that each family 
should take one lot, the rest to be 
given to each married couple on 
marriage, this arrangement was made 
by the people themselves subsequently 
the area was reduced to 25 acres to 
be taken up by married couples on 
marriage. The only conditions at¬ 
tached up to this period to the oc¬ 
cupation of land was that of marriage. 

In 1886 another change in die land 
laws was made, that is before the 
Crown first issues the married couples 
must firstput upon the land perman¬ 
ent improvements to the value of 
$2 per acre and young men be¬ 
fore marriage at the age of 25 years 
may take up their own??????? 

On this improved system ever since 
arrival upon the Island the Commun¬ 
ity of Pitcairn Islanders have con¬ 
sidered the Island and all it contains 
as gifts from the Crown. 
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SENDER; 


The NEWS from NORFOLK ISLAND 


STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 2(ty 
To New Zealand 4(ty v 


TO: 


SECOND FOLD-BACK HERE 


As agents for Qantas and for 
Air New Zealand we've al¬ 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk. 

We'd like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Call in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Office in Burnt Pine 




..FIRST FOLD-BACK HERE—.-.-.- 

TO MAIL THIS ISSUE TO A FRIEND: 1. Write a personal message in the space below if you wish. 2. Fill in address pane! 

3. Fold this panel back along the dotted line just above* and fold the address panel back along the top dotted li 
• 4. Secure the folded newspaper with a bit of sticky tape* and add postage stamps. 













